News II, Daily Schedule
Faculty: Igor Guzun (lead teacher) and Vasile Botnaru.
Contact information to be given to students:
Monday, Sept. 18

Reading: Guzun, 6.


News test on previous week. News chat.


Language skills.


Other kinds of delayed leads: anecdotal and descriptive. Quotation and question leads – and why they are usually best avoided.


Concluding a feature article: Conclusions that look toward the future, or that refer back to the lead.


Feature articles that aren’t news-features. Profiles, explanatory articles, how-to articles on things like cooking and fixing up a house, historical features (sometimes pegged to an anniversary). Adding color to a feature.


Exercise: Students make plans for a profile and one other kind of feature. Discuss.

One-hour lunchtime seminar by Steven Knowlton and Karen Freeman – pizza will be served.

Students work on a profile and another type of feature.

Tuesday, Sept. 19 

News chat.


Language skills.


Writing an obituary. The news of the death and the significance of the person’s life. Confirming the death. Comment or comments from knowledgeable people. Going to chronological order to describe the life.


Students work on advance obituaries.

Advance obituaries are due by the end of the day.

Wednesday, Sept. 20


News chat.


Language skills.


Discuss obituaries. Hand back for students to rewrite by lunch.


Both feature articles are due by the end of the day.

Thursday, Sept. 21

Reading: Weblines 5.1 and 5.2. Guzun, 5.


News chat.


Language skills.


Writing headlines. Handling attribution in headlines – when is it needed? Blind headlines. Using secondary headlines, like banks. Making headlines easy to read and understand. Second-day headlines. Feature headlines.


Exercise: Writing good headlines. Have students write headlines about historical events, using an easy count: two lines of 30. Students write their headlines on the board, and discuss. Gradually make the exercise harder by making the count harder and the historical situation more complex.


Exercise: Writing more difficult headlines, with challenging counts, based on articles handed out.

Hand back feature articles. Discuss and have students do rewrites, which are due by 6:30.


4:30-6:30, Optional: Steven Knowlton and Karen Freeman are available for coaching at the Lab.
Friday, Sept. 22

There may be an outside assignment: U.N.D.P. seminar.
NEWS II, SECOND WEEK

Faculty: Vasile Botnaru (lead teacher) and Igor Guzun.
Monday, Sept. 25

Reading: Guzun, 8.


News test on previous week. News chat.

Polls and surveys: how they are done, and how the survey methods, types of questions and order of questions can affect the results. How subgroups are handled, and how the data can be weighted to adjust the sample. Understanding the mean, mode, margin of error and confidence level.


Exercise: Writing a poll story from a handout.

Language Skills exam.

Writing a poll story from the information about a survey on the Institute for Public Policy Web site. Due at the end of the day.

Tuesday, Sept. 26


News chat.


Language skills.


Take the poll articles from the previous day and talk about how to add context. Then the students add context and write new articles.  


Editing articles for structure, accuracy, adequacy of reporting, language use and style, and length. Hand out before-and-after examples of good and bad editing, and discuss.


Exercise: Students edit articles to length, find any “holes” that need to be filled by more reporting, and fix structural or language problems. They also write headlines. 


What do assigning editors do? Students are paired up so that each one is assigned a topic by another student “editor.” Assignments should be precise, including length and deadline. The assigning editor also does the editing when the article is turned in.
Wednesday, Sept. 27


News chat.


Language skills.


Writing for the Web: Simple sentence structure, short sentences and short paragraphs. Breaking up long articles into shorter pieces that work together. Headlines for the Web. Using Web links to help tell the story. Using art and multimedia.

Exercises on writing for the Web.

One-hour lunchtime seminar by Steven Knowlton and Karen Freeman – pizza will be served.

Articles assigned by student editors are due, and are edited. Both versions of each article are turned in. The class discusses the editing process.
Thursday, Sept. 28


Examination for News I and II.


Meetings with instructors to discuss portfolios.
Friday, Sept. 29


Optional: Lab is open from 10 to 12 for students to use; coaching by Steven Knowlton and Karen Freeman is available.
